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     Steffie Littlefield ï Steffie has been at Garden 
Heights Nursery since the doors opened in April of 
1996. She is the consummate gardener! She worked 
for Jost Greenhouses as an herb and perennial 
propagator. Steffie started gardening when she was in 
high school. She spent a great deal of time gardening 

with her grandmother a volunteer at 
the Missouri Botanical Garden.  
  Steffie has an A.S. degree in 
Horticulture from St. Louis 
Community College- Meramec, and 
her B.S. in Horticulture from 
Southeast Missouri State 
University. She has served as 
President of Gateway to Gardening 

(now Gateway Greening), President of Gateway 
Professional Horticulturist Association (GPHA) , and 
is presently a board member for the Horticulture Co-
op of Metro St. Louis. Steffie has given workshops 
on Vegetable Gardening for community gardeners 
and she writes a monthly article for the Gateway 
Gardener Magazine. 
        Steffie was a co-host on the Inside Out radio 
show for KTRS 550. Her family owns Edg-Clif 
Farms & Vineyard  in Potosi, MO and has 
introduced their first wines.  Steffie has designed 
award winning garden displays for the St. Louis 
Home and Garden Show and the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch Garden Contest. Steffie chaired the Garden 
auxiliary at Mary Institute Country Day School
(MICDS) for 17 years! She also found time to 
maintain the gardens behind the old Junior League. 
She is now serving as Vice President of the Missouri 
Grape Growers Association. 
     There isn't a type of gardening that Steffie doesn't 
like. Some of her favorites are perennials, vegetables, 
herbs, wild flower/native plant,and shrubsðshe loves 

trees!! One of her favorite plant combinations that 
does well here are Tree Peonies, under-planted with 
Hellebores.  

 

Donôt Miss This!  
 

What:   ñPlants that Complement a Pond and  
               Water Garden Featureò 
Where:  Missouri Botanical Garden, 
              Ridgway Center 
              Beaumont Room 
When:   Tuesday, April 28th,  
              The last Tuesday at 7pm 
Who:     Steffie Littlefield, Garden Heights  

Nursery & Edg-Cliff Farm and 
Vineyard. 

 

Steffie Littlefield 

     This was our booth at the Garden Expo April 
11th at Ft. Zumwalt Park.  We had lots of people 
interested in the club and handed out POR flyers and 
membership forms to those interested in joining.  
Was quite successful overall.                                  

 

http://edg-clif.com/
http://edg-clif.com/
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     Before I start, please note my correct email 
address:  jtnies@gmail.com.  If you tried to reach me 
last month, I apologize that the wrong address was 
given.  Now on with the tale: 
 
Permitting and Insurance 
     Municipalities will generally have certain criteria 
they will want to consider.  Rights of way and set 
backs are two of their concerns, so they will want to 
see a site plan that shows the proposed location of the 
water feature.  Some municipalities will require a 
grading permit and will have depth and surface area 
restrictions.  Electrical work is another consideration.  
As water features have become more popular, more 
municipalities have included requirements for them in 
their codes, and it is worth having a conversation with 
the planning and zoning people in your community 
before starting.  In the best of all worlds they will not 
require any permits and there will be no site 
restrictions to affect the location of my water feature.  
It has been my experience that it is better to be 
informed than to have a stop-work order placed on 
the job.  I will not rely on the contractor's opinion in 
this matter,--either I will require that the contractor 
finds out this information, or I will do it myself.  In 
this instance, I do not agree with the statement that it 
is better to ask forgiveness than to seek approval. 
     Next I am going to call my insurance agent and 
have a conversation with him about what I am 
planning, to see if he might have some concerns.  The 
agents I have spoken with in the past have not had 

any issues with the water features I have built, but 
these have all been less than 4000 gals. and about two 
feet deep.  I will make notes of what is said and keep 
them in a folder with other pond information. 
 
Pond Shape 
     The more complicated the shape and the more 
obstacles in the pond, the harder it will be to move 
dirt and debris to the filters.  To keep the shape of the 
pond simple, I will stick to oval and kidney shapes. 
     The more I include islands, stepping stones, large 
boulders and other obstacles to the water flow, the 
easier it will be for debris and waste to collect.  I 
could add more equipment and jets to flush out these 
collection points, but that would increase my cost.  I 
could also deal with the debris when I clean my pond, 
but I would like to reduce my maintenance rather than 
increase it. 
     Instead of a 6" deep shelf, which makes it easier 
for some critters to fish, I will have a 12" deep shelf.  
It may not go around all of the pond but will be in 
those areas where I expect to place plants in pots, and 
where I plan to enter and exit the pond. 
     The bottom will slope to a bottom drain and the 
depth will range from 18" to 24".  The bottom drain 
will be at the lowest point.  More will be said about 
bottom drains when I discuss equipment. 
                    Next topic: Does Size Matter?    

                                                      By John Nies                                         

A TALE OF MY WATER GARDEN: òPermitting and Shapeò 

 JAEGER Greenhouses 
2369 Creve Coeur Mill Road 

Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

314-739-1507 

www.jaegergreenhouses.com 
 

Master Grower Since 1985 

Vigorous Annuals and Hanging Baskets 

Heirloom and Hybrid Vegetables   

Aquatics  

Premium Potting  & Soil Amendments 
Monday-Saturday 9-6;Sunday 11-4  

 


